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Bismarck dynasty could not he tolerated/' Von
Keudall was succeeded by his antithesis, a nullity
in court and country of whom even his fellow
diplomats could say nothing in praise.

The Rudini ministry had no long life and merited
no more, while that of Giolitti, which followed, ended
in scandal and disaster. The Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Brin, with whom alone I had had to do, was
an honest, able, and patriotic man, and my relations
with him were always excellent. The fall of that
ministry coincided with the culmination of the finan-
cial and political disorders which were the direct
consequence of the overthrow of Crispi and the de-
moralization which ensued. From the beginning of
the financial embarrassment which came to its crisis
during the term of Rudini's government, I had de-
voted much attention to the financial situation and
had predicted the crash when no one else foresaw
it. But for Villari I should have been expelled from
Italy on account of my letters exposing the situa-
tion, which created such a sensation that Eothschild
wrote to a financial authority in Rome to inquire
what truth there was in them, receiving naturally
such assurances as only hid the trouble. But when
the crash came people said, " How did you know ?
What a prophet you were!" etc., etc. Tanlongo, the
director of the Banca Romana, which led off in the
crash, threatened the " Times" with a libel suit,
and accompanied the threat by offers to me of per-
sonal " commercial facilitations" to drop the sub-
ject. The argumentum ad hominem did not weigh.Keudall, " a of
